CHffiRODON IN PLACE OF CHCEROPS FOR A LABROID 
GENUS OF FISHES. 
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President Jordan, of Stanford University, liavino- asked me to as- 
certain tlie relative claims of Cosst/pltoden and to pi’iority, T 

devoted some time to the iiapiiry. My snrpi*ise Avas i»reat to timl that 
a name nnre(‘oi‘ded by late ichthyologists had been the fii'st proiiosed. 
The earliest reference' to the name (^ossj/phodcs (liat I have' bevn able 
te) fiml is by Blecker himself, whe) mentions it as a syneinym of 
(dtwrops; in his “ Ce)nspectns geneiann Labi e)ielee)riim Analyt ieais " 
he merely recoi’els ''Ch(vrop,'< Ib’i])p.=/////Asvy/ey///,s^ (Ti‘mth.=A?,sA9y- 
phodes Blki'." No refei’ence is made to Co.s.spphodes by (b'inther in 
the fe)lloAving year ne)r by Bleeker in his Atlas lchthye)le)gie|ne* me)iv 
spe'cilic than the “ Syn. (dioirodon ^ et (^on.^t/phodis l»lki-. eJim/' 
further than a mentiejii of ^"Chwrodoit sj)." in the syne)nymy e>f 
^ddurropn innci‘odoii,'" Nevertlu'less, in 1847'^ Ble'c'kei* piiblislu'd his 
Ovei'zigt de‘i* te* Ihitavia voe)i‘ke)mende* gladscliul)bige* Labi‘e)Yeelen in 
the Verhanelelingen van het Ihitaviaasch (iene)e)tse‘hap van Kunsten (‘ii 
A^\*tenst*haJ)J)en (deel XXri). The* fii‘st twe) s[)e*e‘ie*s are* 
iiui<‘n)don Blki\" {=L(d>)'us‘ ni(ic)‘od()tdu,^ Laerj)e*ele*) and 
pluh^ n}esofhora.e Ciiv. Valene*., XFII, p. The* former has be*en 

universally name*el Chwi'ops ttuicrodou e)i’ Hoi<‘r<)dohf ns since* 18t)l. 
44iis has been e)ii the assnmj)tie)n that tlie* name* (7/e /vy/As' ‘ was the* 
eai‘lie\st generie* elesignatie)ii fe>r the tyi)e*, Ble'eke*]*, Imwe'vei', in the* 

" Pro(*. Zool. Soc., LseJl, p. lir». 

^(’at. r'isii(‘s, IV, Lsua, p. oa. 

^* ( Mioirnelon was a iienv Joian in 1S(M, tin* niore‘ coiT«*(*t form e *liu‘rn(l(ni liaving 
lK*e*n nsenl in ISL") and IS 47. 

‘^lS-47 is tlu* date* iiidie*ateel at the hottoin of the i)age*; tlie ni(Hi(»graph is not 
noticed in the* Archiv fill* Natnrge*sclne-hte* for any ye*ar (1S47 IS.'O). 

^ Het lijelt dns we*l ge*eir twi.lfed, dat de*/e* soe)rt nioe*t gerangse*hikt worele*n 
oneler het geslacht Vossyplins, Vroe*ge*r, toe*n inij he*t l.'Ule* ele'cl van de 
Ilistoire* natnrelle* eles Poisseens nog onthrak, had ik van eleze soort ee*n nienw 
ge*slacht ge‘v<nand «*n hetzelve Vhon'odon ge‘noe*ind, naar de* groote* naar i)nite*n 
nitste*kende kronnne bnitenste slagtanden van de* onderkaak. Hit genus bchoort 
echter l)nite*n ge*bniik te* blijven. Pde*edver, p. lit, 11. 
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memoir cited (p. 10) records that before receiving the thirteenth 
volume of Cuvier and Valenciennes he had formed for the species a 
new genus which he called Glioerodon^ and distinguished it on ac- 
count of the large and much curved front teeth of the lower jaw. 
Tliis genus, however, he thought should not be retained.^ 

Xotwithstanding Bleeker\s suppression of his own genus, accord- 
ing to modern views the generic name should be revived. Bleeker 
gave an appropriate name, indicated certain generic characters, and 
specified a type. The fact that he ignored the name later is imma- 
terial. 

The status of the several names proposed is indicated in the fol- 
lowing synonymy. 

A comparison of species of i'hoerodon and Ilarpe in the U. S. 
Xatioiial ]\Iuseum lias convinced the writer of the close relationsliip 
of the two, notwithstanding their reference to distinct subfamilies 
by Doctor Giinther. 

CHCERODON.^' 

SYNONYM Y. 

Chorrodoi} Bleeker, Ov. j^lndsehul). I.abroiil., 1S47, p. TO. (Type, (\ macro- 
don Tjicepcde.) 

Chorr(f}is licpPELL Verz. Mus. Seui'keiilM^i'jx. X. (J. Samuil., 1 V, ]k 20. 

(Tyjie, C, mclcagris.) 

Jf f/}hsi(jnnjs Gunther, Ann. ami Mag. Xal. Hist., ATfl, ISOl, p. 2x2. 
(Tyjie, //. macrodon l.acepc<lc.) 

CossyghodcH Bleeker, IU'oc. Zool. Soc. l.omlon, ISOl, p. 410. (XameU as 
syn. of ('hocroj)s.) 

« So far as the definition go(*s, that l)y Kiipiiell for Cftocropfi has no advantagt* 
over Chorodon. There is no cliaracler in his diagnosis wliich is not erpially 
applicald(‘ to Jiodianiis or fJarpc { = Cos.'<}/ph us) and several other genera. 
The only reference to a type is ''Chocrops (nov. gen.) wcicagris liiijip. Sic. Mare 
Javanicnni.” Xo dehiiition then or later was attached to the name. Bleekm*, 
in IS.y.i, in his Knnmeratio siieciernm Biscinm hncnsqm* in Archipelago Indico 
ohservatornm, eiinmerates the genus (lutcrops (p. xviii ) and the sjiecdes Choc- 
po/i.s* mclcagris (04) Init did not rc'coginze the identity of the latter with the 
spe('i(*s he tlnai t-alled ('ossgplius macrodon (0.4). In his Atlas Ichthyologicpie 
lie remarked: ‘’(Test a M. Biiiiiiell (jn’est du retablisseimait tie ce gtMire, mais 
ne le delinissanl jias sntlisaininent et n’eii decrivant jias I'esjiece ty])i(pn* (pi’il 
nomma (Hiocrops mclcagridcs (i. c., }nclcagris\, il laissa, (plant a son tyjie, des 
donte.s. (jni ne sont dissijies qn’apres qne j’ai jin me convaincre, lors d(‘ mon 
sejonr a Francfort snr le Main, en Van ISOl, que le Chcorops mclcagridcs 
\ jiiclcagris \ n’est antre qne le lAfhriis macrodon! ns T.«ac.” 

^ I{ef(‘i*en(*e is made hy Bhvkcw, in his Atlas Ichthyologiqm* des Indes Orient- 
ales mV‘rlandais(\s, 1, 1S02, ]k 102, to “ Bijdi*. Geneesk. Tojiogr. Batavia, j). 514.” 
A .search rev(‘als that the pnhlication refem‘d to is in the Xatunr-en-Geneesknn- 
dig Archief voor Xivrland's-lndie, tweedt* .Taargang, 1S45; at j). 514 is a list of 
the “ Tiahroieden,” and of them is mentioned “1 fsoortl van Ghoerodon (nov. 
g.).” This is the only indication, and the name is therefore a pure nonicn 
uudnuL 



